St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost
September 19, 2021
“Whoever welcomes one such child
in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”

The Holy Eucharist: Rite I
8:30 and 10:30 in the Morning, In Person in the Sanctuary
Posted on Facebook as available.
Welcome to Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church. This Bulletin has been prepared for your use;
congregational parts are in Bold typeface, with Readers and Clergy in Regular typeface. Hymns listed
by number can be found in the blue hymnals in the chair racks.
Prelude

Hymn 688 (V:All)

A mighty fortress is our God

The Salutation and Collect for Purity
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Let us Pray.
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Gloria in Excelsis
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit
Let us pray.
Grant us, O Lord, not to mind earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are
placed among things that are passing away, to cleave to those that shall abide; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Word of God
The First Lesson
A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah. 11:18-20
It was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew; then you showed me their evil deeds. But I was
like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. And I did not know it was against me that they devised
schemes, saying, "Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living, so
that his name will no longer be remembered!" But you, O Lord of hosts, who judge righteously, who
try the heart and the mind, let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my
cause.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 54 Deus, in nomine

(Responsive)

Save me, O God, by your Name; *
in your might, defend my cause.
Hear my prayer, O God; *
give ear to the words of my mouth.
For the arrogant have risen up against me,
and the ruthless have sought my life, *
those who have no regard for God.
Behold, God is my helper; *
it is the Lord who sustains my life.
Render evil to those who spy on me; *
in your faithfulness, destroy them.
I will offer you a freewill sacrifice *
and praise your Name, O Lord, for it is good.
For you have rescued my life from death, *
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.
For you have rescued me from every trouble, *
and my eye has seen the ruin of my foes.
The Epistle
A Reading from the Letter of James. 3:1-12
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach
will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no
mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into
the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though they
are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder
wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great
exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among
our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is
itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed
and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue-- a restless evil, full of
deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the
likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought
not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig
tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Hymn 660 (V:All)

O Master, let me walk with thee

The Gospel
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 9:30-37
Glory be to thee, O Lord.
Jesus and his disciples passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; for he was teaching
his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill
him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” But they did not understand what he was saying
and were afraid to ask him.
Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you arguing
about on the way?” But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the
greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all
and servant of all.” Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said
to them, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.
The Sermon
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's Church and the world.
Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and supplications,
and to give thanks for all people: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty,
beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord;
and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live
in unity and godly love.
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers that they may, both by their life and
doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments.
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that,
with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in
holiness and righteousness all the days of their life.
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this and every
land, especially Joe, our President and Gavin, our Governor, that they may be led to wise decisions and
right actions for the welfare and peace of the world.
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in thy
whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty.
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those who in this
transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, remembering especially
those on our Parish Prayer List and those carried in our hearts.
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, beseeching
thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good
examples of all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.
(We pause for a moment, inviting the congregation to add their own petitions.)
Grant these our prayers, O Father , for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against thee
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved thee with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in thy will,
and walk in thy ways,
to the glory of thy Name. Amen.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all those
who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you
from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with thy spirit.
We acknowledge God's Peace with non-contact gestures.
Announcements
The Offertory
Ascribe unto the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his courts with praise.
Hymn 490 (V:All)

I want to walk as a child of the light
The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is meet and right so to do.
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks
unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Who by water and the Holy Spirit hast made
us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth thy glory in all the world. Therefore with Angels
and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore
praising thee, and saying,
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:
Heaven and earth are full of thy Glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give
thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by his
one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction,
for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me."
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink
ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for the
remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me."
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty,
with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to
make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and
glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto
us by the same.
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness,
vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and
wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ's holy institution, in
remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood.
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ,
and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all
other benefits of his passion.
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable,
holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be partakers
of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus
Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he may
dwell in us, and we in him.

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we
beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our
offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord;
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father
Almighty, world without end. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you. And feed
on him your hearts, with thanksgiving.
The Eucharist will be distributed as the Host only; please extend your hands to receive the Host, then
raise your mask to consume it. The Eucharist will be brought to those unable to come forward.
Post-Communion Prayer
Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people;
and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O
heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and
do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
The Peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and
love of God and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, remain with you and the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be upon you this day and always. Amen.
Hymn 594 (V:All)

God of grace and God of glory

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
The Prayer of Spiritual Communion: For those viewing at home
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is
now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord
Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today in
the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and
strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you,
and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.
(From The United States Military Prayerbook)
Announcements
Coffee Hour Sign-Ups Needed Please join our common fellowship and hospitality ministry by
providing simple single-serve refreshments, and getting the coffee started. Sign-up sheets are in the
Guild Hall.
Prayer List Update Please review the Prayer List attached to the Friday update, and email
(stpaulslancaster@gmail.com) or call the office (661 945 6704) with changes, deletions, or additions.
Julie’s Contact Information Please do make note of Julie’s direct telephone number, and feel free to
use it! 310 625 9377.
Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church
502 West Avenue K Lancaster, CA 93534
661 945 6704 stpaulslancaster@gmail.com
Mailing: Post Office Box 8836, Lancaster, CA 93539
The Reverend Julie D. Bryant, DMin, Priest-in-charge
Mr. Dan Royster, Music Director
Mrs. Candy Amos, Senior Warden

