St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost
September 5, 2021
“So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.”

The Holy Eucharist: Rite II
8:30 and 10:30 in the Morning, In Person in the Sanctuary
Posted on Facebook as available.

Welcome to Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church. This Bulletin has been prepared for your use;
congregational parts are in Bold typeface, with Readers and Clergy in Regular typeface. Hymns listed
by number can be found in the blue hymnals in the chair racks.
Prelude
Hymn 427 (V:All)

When morning gilds the skies

The Salutation and Collect for Purity
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis

The Collects of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide in
their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, you have so linked our lives one with another that all we do affects, for good or ill, all
other lives: So guide us in the work we do, that we may do it not for self alone, but for the common
good; and, as we seek a proper return for our own labor, make us mindful of the rightful aspirations of
other workers, and arouse our concern for those who are out of work; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Word of God
The First Lesson
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah. 35:4-7a
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the
speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the
burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water;
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 146 Lauda, anima mea

(Responsive)

Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord, O my soul! *
I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have
my being.
Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, *
for there is no help in them.
When they breathe their last, they return to earth, *
and in that day their thoughts perish.
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! *
whose hope is in the Lord their God;
Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *
who keeps his promise for ever;
Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
and food to those who hunger.
The Lord sets the prisoners free;
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; *
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
The Lord loves the righteous;
the Lord cares for the stranger; *
he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
The Lord shall reign for ever, *
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

The Epistle
A Reading from the Letter of James. 2:1-17
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus
Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor
person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say,
“Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,”
have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my
beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be
heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? But you have dishonored the poor. Is
it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme
the excellent name that was invoked over you? You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according
to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you show partiality, you commit sin
and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point
has become accountable for all of it. For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said,
“You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a
transgressor of the law. So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. For
judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith
save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in
peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of
that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn Insert (V:All)

Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service

The Gospel
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 7:24-37
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to know
he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit
immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile,
of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, “Let the

children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered
him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that,
you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” So she went home, found the child lying on the bed,
and the demon gone.
Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the
region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they
begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his
fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said
to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was
released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the
more zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and John and Diane, our Bishops,
and for all bishops, priests, pastors, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
For Joe, our President, and Gavin, our Governor, and for all who govern and hold authority in the nations
of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed, eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
We pray for all those on our parish Prayer List, and those whose names we hold in our hearts.
(We pause for a moment, inviting the congregation to add their own petitions.)
Ever-present God, be with us in our isolation, be close to us in our distancing, be healing in our
sickness, be joy in our sadness, be light in our darkness, be wisdom in our confusion, be all that is
familiar when so much is unfamiliar. You are the Great Healer and we fervently ask that you
bring to all people a sense of caring and compassion in the sacrifices we make for the sake of all
around us; that you will bring healing and recovery to those who are ill, knowledge to our
scientists, and ultimately an end to this pandemic. We ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
We acknowledge God's Peace with non-contact gestures.
Announcements
The Offertory
Ascribe unto the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his courts with praise.
Hymn 493 (V:All)

O for a thousand tongues to sing
The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and
called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory
of your Name:

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father
of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice
for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you. And feed
on him your hearts, with thanksgiving.
The Eucharist will be distributed as the Host only; please extend your hands to receive the Host, then
return to your seats before raising your mask to consume it. The Eucharist will be brought to those
unable to come forward.
Post-Communion Prayer
Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory,
now and for ever. Amen.
And now, May the Peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God and of his son Jesus Christ, our Lord. And the Blessing of Almighty God,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be upon you this day and always. Amen.
Hymn 561 (V:All)

Stand up, stand up, for Jesus

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
The Prayer of Spiritual Communion: For those viewing at home
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is
now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord
Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today in
the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and
strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you,
and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.
(From The United States Military Prayerbook)
Announcements
Coffee Hour Sign-Ups Needed Please join our common fellowship and hospitality ministry by providing simple singleserve refreshments, and getting the coffee started. Sign-up sheets are in the Guild Hall.
Prayer List Update Please review the Prayer List attached to the Friday update, and email (stpaulslancaster@gmail.com)
or call the office (661 945 6704) with changes, deletions, or additions.
Julie’s Contact Information Please do make note of Julie’s direct telephone number, and feel free to use it! 310 625
9377; Julie will be available by phone only the week of September 6 – 11.
Recycling! Good stewardship includes reducing waste of all types, including our congregational worship bulletins. Please
look for receptacles at the back of the Sanctuary and the Guild Hall. Thank you!
Plastics, glass, and aluminum cans are welcome, too! Recycling bins are in the Office and Guild Hall.
Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church
502 West Avenue K Lancaster, CA 93534
661 945 6704 stpaulslancaster@gmail.com
Mailing: Post Office Box 8836, Lancaster, CA 93539
The Reverend Julie D. Bryant, DMin, Priest-in-charge Mr. Dan Royster, Music Director Mrs. Candy Amos, Senior Warden

