St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
The Eighth Sunday After Pentecost
July 18, 2021

“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off
have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
For he is our peace;”

“and begged Him that they might touch
even the fringe of his cloak;
and all who touched it were healed.”
10:30 am – Indoors with music

Confirmation and Holy Eucharist
Celebrant:
The Rt. Rev. Diane Jardine Bruce
Bishop Suffragan, Diocese of Los Angeles

Prelude
Hymn 616 (V:All)

“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”

Continued on next page.

Opening Acclamation
Bishop: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins;
His mercy endures for ever.
Bishop: There is one Body and one Spirit;
There is one hope in God’s call to us;
Bishop: One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
One God and Father of all.
The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you
know our necessities before we ask and our ignorance in
asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully
give us those things which for our unworthiness we dare not,
and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness
of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Readings from Scripture
Ephesians 2:11-22
Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the
uncircumcision” by those who are called “the circumcision”
—a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human
hands— remember that you were at that time without
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who
once were far off have been brought near by the blood of
Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both
groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that
is, the hostility between us. He has abolished the law with
its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in
himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making
peace, and might reconcile both groups to God in one body
through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility
through it. So he came and proclaimed peace to you who
were far off and peace to those who were near; for through
him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are
citizens with the saints and also members of the household
of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In
him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a
holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together
spiritually into a dwelling place for God.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 23, Dominus regit me

(Unison)

The Lord is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's
sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You spread a table before me in the presence of
those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all
the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit *

as it was in the beginning, is, now, and will be for
ever. Amen.
Insert (V: All)

“I heard the voice of Jesus say,”

Continued on the next page.

The Gospel
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they
had done and taught. He said to them, “Come away to a
deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many
were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat.
And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by
themselves. Now many saw them going and recognized
them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and
arrived ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a great
crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were

like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them
many things.
When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret
and moored the boat. When they got out of the boat, people
at once recognized him, and rushed about that whole region
and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard
he was. And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms,
they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that
they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who
touched it were healed.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon

The Right Reverend Diane Bruce
Bishop Suffragan, Diocese of Los Angeles

Confirmation and Congregation Renewal of Vows
Presentation and Examination of the Candidates

Bishop: The Candidate will now be presented.
Presenter: I present Mary Matheus for Confirmation.
Bishop: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?
Candidate: I do.
Bishop: Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
Candidate: I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my
Savior and Lord.

Bishop: Will you who witness these vows do all in your
power to support these
persons in their life in Christ?
People: We will.
Bishop: Let us join with those who are committing
themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal
covenant.
The Baptismal Covenant
Bishop: Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.
Bishop: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Bishop: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Bishop: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.
Bishop: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever
you fall into sin, repent
and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.
Bishop: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good
News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.
Bishop: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving
your neighbor as
yourself?
I will, with God’s help.
Bishop: Will you strive for justice and peace among all
people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
I will, with God’s help.
Prayers for the Candidates
Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed
their commitment to Christ.
We thank you, O Lord, for your servants who, having been
redeemed from the old life of sin by baptism into the death
and resurrection of your son Jesus Christ, may be renewed
in your Holy Spirit and live in righteousness and holiness all
their days, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.
Like Abraham, they may not always know the path they are
being called to travel, but they know your love. May they
always know your presence as they walk this journey of
faith, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church,
and when the obstacles seem large and the path confusing,
make the mountains and hills low, the uneven ground level,
and the rough places a plain, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Grant them discernment to know your will and the strength
to resist the temptations that may lead them away from you,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Send them into the world to witness to your love with hands
that bring healing and hope to a hurting world, let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Empower them with your Holy Spirit to be servants of your
love and ambassadors for Christ, seeking to bring
reconciliation to the world, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Help them to be faithful examples and loving supporters of
their brothers and sisters as they also walk the journey of
faith, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.
Wherever they go, may they carry in their hearts the love of
this community at St Paul’s Church, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Give them enquiring and discerning hearts, the courage to
will and to persevere, a spirit to know and love you, and the
gift of joy and wonder in all your works, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Bishop: Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have overcome sin
and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your
Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service. Renew in
these your servants the covenant you made with them at
their Baptism. Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to
perform the service you set before them; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The Confirmation

The Bishop lays hands upon each confirmand and says:
Strengthen, O Lord, your servant Mary Matheus with your
Holy Spirit; empower them for your service; and sustain
them all the days of his life. Amen.

or this:

Defend, O Lord, your servant Mary Matheus with your
heavenly grace, that they may continue yours for ever, and

daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more, until they
comes to your everlasting kingdom. Amen.

The Bishop concludes with this prayer:
Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be
over these your servants; let your Holy Spirit ever be with
them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of
your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell
with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
We acknowledge God's Peace with non-contact gestures.
The Offertory
Through Christ let us continually offer to God the sacrifice of
praise, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name.
But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,
for such sacrifices are well pleasing to God.

Hymn 567 (V: All) “Thine arm, O Lord, in days of old”

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth. Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have
received us as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of
your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all
truth. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Consecration Prayer
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,

to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God
and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole
world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,

constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to
say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
These are the Gifts of God for the People of God.

Congregation comes forward to receive their communion.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding
us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body
and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your
eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do
the work you have given us to do, to love and serve
you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him,
to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now
and for ever. Amen.
And now, May the Peace of God, which passes all
understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge
and love of God and of his son Jesus Christ, our Lord. And
the Blessing of Almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit be upon you this day and always. Amen.

Hymn 493(V:All)

“O for a thousand tongues to sing”

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

